Loop monitor opens
multivariable transmitter doors

re difficully when megrabng to HART-

based mulvanabls nstroments s mod all
distributed contrad systems [DCSs) can take
advaritage al the digital data thal *ride® on the
4-20 mA loop. According to Moore Indusines’
{Sepulvada, Calil.) Matt Maoren, samar applica-
tions spacaalist thesa problems often occur in
plant upgradas.

Users are often faced with situstions in
which—say a multvanable mass flow
transmitter—oan send &5 mass flow analog sig-
ral o the DCS but needs an alternate varable
such ag densily measurament. ﬂ.ddi'linrmﬂ:,r, s
wser ey wanl conlac] closure alarm backups
should process vanables go bagh, or if tha trans-
mitter wiaa not bahaving properly. Oflen budgets

ino surprisel do not allow a DCS upgrade,
Cine solution is & “smart” transmittar intar:
face moniter, such as Moore Indisties' SPA,
thad can exragt digital information from tha 4-
20 'mA smart transmitter loop. These devioes
bt I!rﬂ.l‘l!lplrﬂn'l'l:lrm a multbvanable transmit-
ter's 4-20 mA keop. The devices can break
oul requirad digial inormaton and send &
420 m& signal propartianal 1o the DCS. I can
alzo be ba condigured fo provide alamm culpuls
for vancus procass varabdas a5 well as 28l 1o
mnitor tha “haahh® of the multhvariable trans-
mittoer, Mr. Moren continueas, * By using tha SP8
o aconss HART digital data, wsars ana able o
ged the addsional imformation and protection they
rivizchad, et keep their exesting DOS in placa,”




